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NOTE. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Children's  Service  this  is 
the  last  Sermon  Dr.  Newton  ever  preached.  He  finished 
his  life  work  as  a  preacher  and  laid  aside  his  robes  of 
office  when  he  came  down  from  the  pulpit  after  deliver- 
ing this  memorial  discourse.  During  his  last  illness  he 
corrected  the  proof  but  did  not  live  to  see  the  Sermon 
published.  His  picture  has  been  added  to  this  last  Ser- 
mon in  which  he  finishes  his  work  and  rounds  his  strong 
and  holy  career.  "  And  he  said,  Go  thy  way  Daniel : 
for  the  words  are  closed  up  and  sealed  till  the  time  of 
the  end.  But  go  thou  thy  way  till  the  end  be  :  for  thou 
shalt  rest  and  stand  in  thy  lot  at  the  end  of  thy  days." 

w.  w.  ir. 

Chestnut  Hill,  Pa., 
May  25th,  1887. 
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ST.   LUKE  20:35,36. 

"They  which  shall  be  accounted  worthy  to 
obtain  that  world,  and  the  resurrection 
from  the  dead are  equal  unto  the  angels." 

When  our  friends  leave  us  for  a  journey  on  the  other  side 
of  the  ocean,  we  generally  know  the  route  which  they  in- 
tend to  pursue,  and  find  satisfaction  in  following  them  from 
one  stage  to  another  of  their  journey.  But  when  they 
leave  us  to  pass  over  the  river  of  death,  and  enter  the 
heavenly  world,  we  cannot  follow  them  in  the  same  way. 
God  has  not  seen  fit  to  make  us  acquainted  with  the  par- 
ticulars which  mark  the  condition  of  our  departed  friends 
in  that  state.  We  only  have  some  general  statements  given 
us  respecting  them.  But  these  are  sufficient  indeed  to  set 
our  minds  at  rest  concerning  them,  and  to  meet  our  actual 
necessities. 

We  have  one  of  these  statements  in  our  Saviour's  words 
which  constitute  our  present  text.  "  They  which  shall  be 
accounted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world,  and  the  resurrection 
from  the  dead — are  equal  unto  the  angels." 

The  theme  here  presented  for  our  meditation  is — equality 
with  the  angels,  or  the   Christian's  portion  for  the  future. 


And  in  attempting  to  unfold  this  subject,  there   are   two 
leading  questions  for  us  to  answer  :     First — what  is  the 

WORTHINESS     OF     WHICH     OUR   SAVIOUR    HERE    SPEAKS? 

And    the    second    is — in    what    will    the    equality 

WITH   THE   ANOELS    HERE   PROMISED,    CONSIST? 

We  begin  then,  by  inquiring — what  is  the  worthiness  of 
which  our  Saviour  here  speaks  f 

It  is  not  any  natural  quality,  which  some  have  by  birth, 
and  others  do  not.  None  of  our  race  are  born  with  it.  By 
nature  we  are  all  the  "  children  of  wrath  and  condemna- 
tion." It  is  not  a  thing  connected  with  any  particular 
rank,  or  position  on  earth.  Wealth  cannot  purchase  it. 
Education  cannot  develop  it.  Honor  cannot  win  it.  Favor 
cannot  procure  it.  Human  toil,  or  merit,  cannot  gain  it. 
What  is  it  then  ?  And  how  may  it  be  obtained  ?  When 
Jesus  was  sending  a  message  to  the  Church  of  Sardis 
— speaking  of  His  faithful  people  there,  He  gave  them 
this  promise — "they  shall  walk  with  me  in  white,  for 
they  are  worthy."  Here  worthiness  for  the  heavenly  state 
is  connected  with  the  "  white  raiment"  which  Christ's  peo- 
ple wear.  And  what  is  this  ?  It  is  the  same  blessing  that 
He  speaks  of  in  another  place  when  He  says,  "  I  counsel 
thee  to  buy  of  me  white  raiment  that  thou  mayest  be  clothed." 
But  still  the  question  comes  up  again,  what  is  meant  by  this? 
When  St.  John  saw  the  company  of  the  redeemed  walking 
the  golden  streets  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  in  all  the  glory 
and  gladness  of  accomplished  redemption,  and  asked — "  who 


are  these?" — he  was  told,  "these  are  they  who  have  washed 
their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb." 
Worthiness  for  that  world,  then,  is  not  an  inherited,  but  an 
imparted  quality.  It  is  not  something  which  men  can  work 
in  themselves,  but  which  Christ  Jesus  bestows  upon  them. 
It  consists  in  being  washed  in  His  blood,  and  clothed  in  His 
righteousness.  And  who  are  thus  washed,  and  clothed? 
The  answer  is,  all  His  real  people,  all  who  truly  repent,  and 
exercise  faith  in  Him.  This  makes  them  "worthy."  It  is 
not  their  repentance,  nor  their  faith ;  there  is  no  merit  in 
these.  No  worthiness  springs  from  them.  Oh,  no ;  all  their 
worthiness  arises  from  that  blood  of  Christ  with  which  their 
souls  are  sprinkled,  and  that  righteousness  of  Christ  with 
which  their  souls  are  clothed.  It  is  a  quality  which  grows 
out  of  their  connection  with  Christ.  Those  who  are  "in 
Him"  are  "worthy  :"  those  who  are  not  "in  Him,"  never 
can  be  "worthy."  "If  I  wash  thee  not,"  says  Jesus,  "  thou 
hast  no  part  in  me."  It  is  the  entire  company  of  His  chosen, 
called,  converted,  sanctified,  people  of  whom  He  here  speaks 
In  Him  they  are  all  accepted.  In  Him  they  are  all  complete. 
In  Him  they  are  all  "  accounted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world, 
and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead."  Such  is  the  worthiness 
here  spoken  of. 

We  proceed  now  to  consider,  in  the  second  place,  the  state- 
ment made  respecting  such: — "they    are  equal  unto 

THE   ANGELS." 

In  what  will   this   equality   consist?      We   answer,    in 
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various  things.  The  "  children  of  the  resurrection  "  will  be 
"  equal  unto  the  angels  " — 

1.  In  their  Organization.  The  angels  are  not  mere 
spiritual  existences ;  they  are  not  disembodied  spirits.  They 
have  bodies  of  some  sort.  This  is  clear  both  from  the  words, 
and  from  the  facts  of  Scripture,  The  words  of  Scripture 
prove  it.  St.  Paul  says,  "  There  is  a  natural  body,  and 
there  is  a  spiritual  body."  What  the  natural  body  is,  we 
know  well  enough.  We  have  reason  to  know  it.  But 
what  the  spiritual  body  is,  we  know  not.  This  passage 
settles  the  question.  It  proves  that — "  there  is  a  spiritual 
body."  There  is  an  organization,  i.  e.,  corresponding,  in 
some  sense,  to  our  mortal  frame,  in  which  angelic  and  re- 
deemed spirits  dwell,  or  with  which  they  are  clothed.  It  is 
an  organization  fitted  to  be  the  companion,  or  abode,  of 
spiritual  intelligences,  through  which  they  can  act,  and  by 
which  they  can  manifest  themselves.  It  is  not  an  organiza- 
tion that  will  clog  and  encumber  them,  as  these  bodies  do 
our  minds,  but  which  is  fitted  to  aid  them  in  the  exercise  of 
their  noble  powers,  which  will  move  with  their  thoughts, 
and  go,  and  come  with  their  desires ;  an  organization  which 
will  aid  their  minds  in  their  freest  exercise,  as  the  telegraphic 
wire  does  the  mysterious  fluid  transmitted  through  it.  The 
words  of  Scripture  show  that  there  is  such  a  body. 

And  then  the  facts  of  Scripture  connected  with  angels, 
confirm  the  proof  that  they  do  possess  such  a  body.  They 
are  represented  as  putting  forth  physical  powers,  and  acting 


on  (load,  unorganized   matter,  which  mere  spirits,  without 

an  organization  never  can  do.  An  angel  brought  bread  and 
water  to  Elijah.  An  angel  rolled  away  the  ponderous  stone 
from  the  mouth  of  the  sepulchre,  in  which  the  body  of  Jesus 
was  laid.  Facts  like  these  show  that  they  are  possessed  of 
some  substantial  organization  capable  of  acting  on  material 
substances ;  for  this  is  what  a  mere  spirit,  i.  e.,  what  thought, 
or  volition  alone,  never  can  do.  Angels  must  have  bodies 
then,  spiritual  bodies,  material  or  substantial  in  some  sense 
they  are :  yet  so  ethereal,  that  no  walls  can  confine  them,  no 
material  barriers  oppose  them,  and  no  effort  weary  them ; 
but  like  the  "  living-creatures/'  that  Ezekiel  describes, 
"  Whithersoever  the  spirit  is  to  go,  they  go  :  they  go,  and 
return,  like  a  flash  of  lightning."  How  different  from  our 
present  body! — "this  too  solid  flesh — this  gross  impedi- 
ment of  cumbrous  clay."  What  a  change  it  will  be  to  lay 
this  "  vile  body  "  down  ! — to  be  "  unclothed"  of  its  corrup- 
tion ! — and  be  "  clothed  upon  "  with  the  spiritual  incorrupti- 
ble body,  in  its  power  and  glory  !  In  organization,  the 
children  of  the  resurrection  will  be  "equal  unto  the  angels." 
2.  They  will  be  so  also  in  position.  We  are  told  of  the 
angels  on  the  highest  authority,  that  they  "  are  all  minister- 
ing spirits  sent  forth  to  minister  to  the  heirs  of  salvation." 
They  are  agents  for  God  in  carrying  on  the  purposes  of  His 
grace  in  the  world.  The  world,  as  it  now  is,  is  put  in  cer- 
tain respects,  in  subjection  to  them.  And  they  will  hold 
this  office  until  the  number  of  Christ's  elect  people  is  com- 
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pleted — till  the  reign  of  sin  is  over,  and  Christ's  glorious 
kingdom  is  established  on  the  earth.  But  here  we  are  dis- 
tinctly told,  that  the  world  as  it  shall  then  be — "  the  world 
to  come  " — as  St.  Paul  calls  it,  i.  e.9  our  world  in  its  re- 
newed, and  glorified,  and  enduring  state — "  will  not  be  put 
into  subjection  unto  the  angels."  And  if  you  ask,  to  whom 
will  it  be  put  in  subjection,  who  will  then  occupy  the 
position  corresponding  to  that  which  the  angels  now  occupy  ? 
let  a  prophet  and  an  apostle  answer  this  inquiry.  The 
prophet  Daniel  says,  referring  to  this  period,  that  then  the 
time  will  have  come  "  when  the  saints  shall  possess  the 
kingdom,  and  when  the  kingdom,  and  dominion,  and  the 
greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heavens  shall  be 
given  to  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High."  And 
the  apostle  John,  when  he  represents  the  redeemed  as  re- 
joicing in  the  full  realization  of  this  very  blessing,  says,  of 
them,  that  they  "  sing  a  new  song  to  the  Lamb,"  saying, 
"  Thou  art  worthy;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed 
us  unto  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people,  and  nation  :  and  hast  made  us  unto  our  God 
kings  and  priests ;  and  we  shall  reign  over  the  earth."  It 
is  clear  from  these  passages  that  when  the  world  is  brought 
to  its  final  condition  of  promised  glory — the  saints  of  God 
— all  His  redeemed  people,  shall  occupy  a  position  between 
those  who  shall  then  be  dwelling  in  the  earth  on  the  one 
hand,  and  God  and  the  heavenly  world  on  the  other — a 
position  analagous  to  that  which  the  angels  now  occupy. 
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There  will  be  some  points  of  difference  between  these  two 
positions,  but  they  will  all  be  in  favor  of  the  redeemed. 
The  angelic  ministry  is  invisible  : — "  we  know  not  when 
they  come,  nor  when  they  go,"  but  the  saintly  ministry  will 
be  visible.  The  angelic  ministry  brings  them  into  continual 
contact  with  sin,  and  sorrow,  with  suffering,  and  confusion ; 
the  saintly  ministry  will  be  wholly  exercised  amidst  scenes 
of  peace,  and  happiness,  of  joy,  and  blessing.  The  ministry 
of  the  angels  will  be  but  temporary ;  that  of  the  saints  will 
be  eternal.  In  Position,  the  children  of  the  resurrection 
will  be  "  equal  unto  the  angels." 

3.  They  will  be  so,  again,  in  Power.  The  power  ex- 
ercised by  angelic  beings  is  wonderful.  The  Psalmist  says 
of  them — "they  excel  in  strength."  And  as  they  have 
appeared  on  earth,  from  time  to  time,  they  have  been  seen 
in  the  exercise  of  prodigious  power.  The  angels  who  came 
to  Lot,  smote  the  men  of  Sodom  with  blindness,  and  then 
stood  aloof  from  the  guilty  cities  of  the  plain,  and  executed 
upon  them  God's  fiery  vengeance.  A  single  angel  passed 
over  Egypt  at  "midnight,  and  cut  off,  by  one  fell  stroke,  all 
the  first-born  of  the  land.  It  was  one  of  those  heavenly 
messengers  that  went  forth  to  rescue  Jerusalem  from  the 
hosts  of  Assyria.  How  marvellous  was  the  power  which 
He  exercised  ! 

"  For  the  angel  of  death  spread  his  wings  on  the  blast, 
And  breathed  in  the  face  of  the  foe  as  he  passed  ; 
And  the  eyes  of  the  sleepers  waxed  deadly,  and  chill, 
And  their  hearts  but  once  heaved,  and  forever  grew  still." 
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Aii  angel  came  to  Peter  to  release  him  from  prison ;  and 
at  his  word  the  chains  fell  off  from  the  limbs  of  the  apostle, 
and  the  huge  door  of  the  dungeon  opened  instantly  before 
him.  And  St.  Paul,  referring  to  the  miraculous  agencies 
committed  to  the  first  heralds  of  the  Gospel,  designates  them 
as  "  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come."  The  simple  mean- 
ing of  tins  phrase  is,  that  the  powers  thus  exercised  belong 
peculiarly  to  the  "  world  to  come."  Those  who  shall  be 
"  accounted  worthy  to  obtain  that  world,"  will  be  endowed 
with  the  power  to  exercise  those  marvellous  gifts.  They 
will  be  "  equal  to  the  angels "  in  the  power  entrusted  to 
them. 

4.  In  honor,  they  will  be  equal  to  them  also.  The  crown- 
ing distinction  of  the  angels  is,  that  they  "  stand  in  the  pres- 
ence of  God."  They  are  mmisters  admitted  to  His  presence. 
And  there,  as  in  earthly  courts,  the  standard  of  honor  is 
the  nearness  of  approach  to  the  monarch.  Now,  we  know 
that  Jesus  designs  to  have  His  ransomed  people,  the  nearest 
to  Himself,  of  all  His  creatures,  in  the  kingdom  of  His 
glory.  In  His  great  intercessory  prayer,  offered  up  on  the 
night  in  which  He  was  betrayed,  He  said  :  "  Father,  I  will 
that  they  also  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  be  with  me  where 
I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory."  And  to  each  of 
His  people  He  says — "  Him  that  overcometh  will  I  give  to 
sit  down  with  me  upon  my  throne,  as  I  also  have  overcome, 
and  am  set  down  with  my  Father  upon  his  throne." 

Here,  then,  we  reach  a  point  at  which  we  see  the  redeemed, 
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* 

not  only  "equal  with  the  angels,"  but  superior  to  them. 
Jesus  will  not  only  bring  His  people  near  to  Him,  but  He 
will  establish  an  inseparable  union  and  identity  between 
Himself  and  them.  He  has  clothed  Himself  with  their 
nature,  and  He  will  sit  upon  His  throne,  for  ever,  in  a  vest- 
ure of  humanity. 

This  is  something  peculiar  to  His  ransomed  people  of  our 
race.  Jesus  has  never  done  this  for  the  angels.  We  have 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  He  has  ever  done  it,  for  any  other 
race  of  creatures,  in  all  this  boundless  universe.  Oh,  mar- 
vellous thought !  Oh,  wondrous  love  !  Oh,  honor  passing 
parallel !  Here  we  see,  how  those  "  who  shall  be  accounted 
worthy,  to  obtain  that  world,  and'  the  resurrection  from  the 
dead/7  will  be  "  equal  to  the  angels,"  in  the  honor  which 
will  mark  their  position. 

5.  But  then,  and  this  is  the  last  point  to  notice,  they  will 
be  "  equal  to  the  angels  " — in  the  happiness  reserved  for 
them. 

Now  it  is  manifest  that  if  in  organization,  in  position,  in 
power,  and  in  honor,  the  "  children  of  the  resurrection  "  are 
"  equal  unto  the  angels,"  then  they  must  be  so  in  happiness 
also. 

All  the  elements  of  happiness  which  the  angels  know — 
all  the  sources  of  enjoyment  which  the  universe  unfolds  to 
them,  will  be  brought  within  the  reach  of  Christ's  ransomed 
people.  They  will  walk  the  golden  streets  of  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem  which  the  angels  walk ;  they  will  range  the  bright 
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fields  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  which  the  angels  range ; 
they  will  drink  the  crystal  fountains  of  the  water  of  life 
which  the  angels  drink ;  they  will  pluck  the  clusters  from 
the  vines  of  God,  which  the  angels  pluck ;  they  will  share 
in  every  joy  which  the  angels  possess.  And  then,  they  will 
have  one  element  of  happiness,  richer,  and  nobler,  than  all 
the  rest,  but  which  is  peculiar  to  themselves  alone — they 
will  know  by  blessed  experience,  the  sweetness  of  redeeming 
love  !  This,  the  angels  can  never  know.  They  can  adore 
the  mysteries  of  redeeming  wisdom,  and  be  awed  by  the 
prodigies  of  redeeming  power,  and  rejoice  in  the  riches  of 
redeeming  grace — but  they  can  never  have  personal  experi- 
ence of  the  preciousness,  the  rapture  of  redeeming  love. 
Then  we  need  not  envy  the  angels  their  lot.  No  ;  if  I  am 
really  a  believer  in  Christ,  I  should  not  be  willing  to  ex- 
change my  place  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  as  a  pardoned  sin- 
ner, for  Gabriel's  position  before  the  throne,  in  the  blessed- 
ness of  his  unfallen  state.  The  difference  between  his  pres- 
ent position  and  that  of  the  believer,  is  vast  indeed ;  but 
still,  the  inheritance  reserved  in  Christ,  for  the  sinner  re- 
deemed, is  so  unspeakably  great,  and  glorious,  that  the  ex- 
change would  be  a  losing  one  to  him  in  the  end. 

What  a  point  of  view  is  this  from  which  to  meditate  on 
such  passages  as  these  : 

"  There  are  first  which  shall  be  last,  and  there  are  last 
which  shall  be  first !" 

"  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  entered 
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into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath  prepared 
for  them  that  love  Him  !"  "  He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of 
the  dust,  and  lifteth  up  the  beggar  from  the  dung-hill,  to 
set  them  among  princes,  and  to  make  them  inherit  the  throne 
of  glory." 

"  Oh,  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both  of  the  wisdom  and 
the  love  of  God,  how  unsearchable  are  His  judgments,  and 
His  ways  past  finding  out ! 

"  They  which  shall  be  accounted  worthy  to  obtain  that 
world,  and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,  are  equal  unto 
the  angels  !" 

In  conclusion,  the  view  of  the  future,  brought  before  us 
by  the  words  of  our  text,  affords  us  all  the  comfort  we  can 
have  when  our  loved  ones  are  taken  from  us,  in  the  exercise 
of  simple  faith  in  Jesus.  We  know,  it  is  through  this 
faith,  that  they  will  be  counted  worthy  to  attain  unto  the 
blessedness  of  that  bright  world  where  Jesus  is.  And  the 
portion  awaiting  His  people  there  is — that  they  will  be 
equal  to  the  angels.  What  could  we  desire  for  our  beloved 
departed  ones,  or  for  ourselves,  as  a  portion  for  the  future, 
that  is  not  furnished  in  the  words  of  our  text  ?  In  medi- 
tating on  these  words,  how  well  we  may  wipe  away  our 
tears,  and  go  on  our  way  cheered,  and  comforted  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  glorious  portion  that  awaits  us  when  "  through 
the  grave  and  gate  of  death  we  pass  to  our  joyful  resurrec- 
tion." 

It   is  the  thought  that  my  dear  departed  one,  so  well 
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known  and  beloved  by  yon,  my  people,  has  gone  to  realize 
the  blessedness  spoken  of  in  onr  text,  which  gives  me 
the  support  and  consolation  needed  under  this  great  afflic- 
tion. All  the  other  trials  of  my  pilgrimage  have  been 
light,  in  comparison  with  this.  But  still,  I  am  free  to  say, 
that  I  never  felt  the  power,  and  preciousness  of  the 
gospel,  as  I  have  done  in  passing  through  this  sore  bereave- 
ment. A  sense  of  loss,  and  loneliness  must  follow  me,  for 
the  rest  of  life's  journey.  And  yet,  in  the  daily  experience 
of  it,  I  find  myself  sweetly  sustained,  by  the  fulfillment  of 
that  precious  promise,  in  which  God  says :  "  When  thou 
passest  through  the  waters  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and  through 
the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee ;  when  thou  walkest 
through  the  fire  thou  shalt  not  be  burned ;  neither  shall  the 
flame  kindle  upon  thee."  A  promise  like  this,  is  all  that 
we  need  in  time  of  trouble.  For  if  God  is  with  us,  neither 
the  water,  nor  the  fire  can  do  us  any  harm. 

And  when  life's  duties  are  ended,  it  is  always  well,  to 
pause  and  meditate  on  some  of  the  leading  traits  which  have 
marked  the  character  of  our  dear  departed  ones.  We  should 
do  this  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  for  our  own  profit.  I 
would  dwell,  for  a  few  moments,  on  four  elements  which 
marked  the  character  of  her  whose  loss  Ave  now  mourn. 

The  first  of  these  was — her  humility.  Her  natural  gifts 
were  of  a  high  order.  When  a  girl,  at  school,  she  was 
always  at  the  head  of  her  class.  She  developed,  in  early 
life,  an  unusual  degree  of  literary  ability.     Her  musical 
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talents  were  such  that,  for  a  number  of  years,  she  taught 
music  with  great  success.  And  at  the  commencement  of 
our  married  life,  while  I  was  in  charge  of  my  first  parish, 
and  they  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  an  organist,  she  took 
charge  of  the  organ,  and  her  services  were  satisfactory  in 
the  highest  degree.  And  yet,  the  view  she  took  of  her  own 
character,  and  work  was  always  marked  by  the  most  pro- 
found humility.  Not  a  word  was  spoken  concerning  her, 
at  the  time  of  her  funeral.  And  the  reason  for  this  was, 
the  often  repeated  expression  of  her  strong  desire  that  be- 
yond the  service  of  the  Church,  there  should  be  entire  silence 
over  her  remains.  It  was  the  lowly  view  she  took  of  her- 
self which  prompted  the  frequent  expression  of  that  wish. 

Unselfishness — was  another  element  that  prominently 
marked  her  character.  No  one  who  knew  her  ever  heard 
her  speak  an  unkind  word  of  any  one.  The  members  of 
her  family ;  and  all  who  were  brought  into  personal  rela- 
tions with  her,  always  found  her  losing  sight  of  herself,  and 
planning  and  practising,  in  every  possible  way,  to  promote  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  those  about  her.  This  was  the 
habit  of  her  mind,  the  principle  ever  actuating,  and  con- 
trolling all  her  thoughts  and  practices. 

Untiring  devotion  to  home  duty,  was  another  element  that 
marked  her  character.  Illustrations  of  this  point  might  be 
drawn  from  the  entire  circle  of  her  domestic  life.  But  we 
see  it  most  strikingly  exhibited,  in  the  duty  that  devolved 
upon  her  as  a  mother.     This  is  the  most  sacred,  and  import- 
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ant  of  all  the  obligations  that  rest  upon  us  hi  our  earthly 
homes.  The  work  appointed  a  Christian  mother  to  do,  is 
the  noblest  that  God  ever  entrusts  to  any  of  His  creatures. 
It  is  the  work  of  moulding  the  character,  and  shaping  the 
destiny  of  her  children,  for  eternity.  This  would  be  a 
suitable  work  for  an  angel  to  engage  in,  and  one  which  any 
angel  would  feel  honored  in  being  permitted  to  undertake. 
Some  mothers  decline  to  give  personal,  faithful  attendance 
to  this  high  and  holy  trust,  and  hand  it  over  to  the  care  of 
their  servants.  But  with  her,  whose  departure  we  now 
mourn,  it  was  very  different.  When  her  sons  were  little, 
she  took  the  entire  charge  of  them  herself.  This  sacred 
trust  she  never  delegated  to  another.  The  evening  hour, 
before  sleep  comes  on,  when  the  day's  doings  pass  in  review, 
is  the  mother's  golden  opportunity  for  doing  her  work,  in 
correcting  errors,  and  making  impressions  that  will  be  con- 
trolling and  abiding.  Then  every  touch  tells ;  and  the  seed 
sown  by  the  hand  of  motherly  tenderness  and  affection, 
attended  and  followed  with  God's  blessing,  will  always 
spring  up,  and  bear  abundant  fruit.  It  has  been  so  in  the 
present  instance.  In  the  early  days  of  my  ministry  the 
absorbing  nature  of  my  public  duties  left  me  but  little  time 
to  give  to  this  important  work.  But  here,  the  mother's 
faithfulness  came  in  to  supply  the  father's  lack  of  service. 
And  the  result  of  her  untiring  devotion  to  this  home  work, 
may  be  seen  in  the  faithful  labors  of  her  two  sons  trained  as 
they  were  by  her  influence,  for  the  good  work  they  are  do- 
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ing  as  ministers  of  the  gospel.  And  thus  her  life  work,  so 
faithfully  done,  will  go  on  down  to  the  end  of  time,  yield- 
ing its  unfailing  tribute  of  glory  to  God,  and  of  blessings  to 
men. 

The  principle  of  simple  trust  in  Jesus,  is  the  only  other 
element  of  her  character  to  which  I  would  refer.  This  was 
apparent  through  all  the  busy  scenes  of  her  useful  life.  But 
it  was  especially  so  in  the  last  long,  painful  struggle  which 
closed  her  pilgrimage.  When  no  longer  able  to  converse 
with  those  about  her,  with  her  eyes  closed,  and  her  hands 
clasped,  she  would  be  heard  whispering  to  herself  the  words 
of  some  favorite  hymn.     At  one  time  it  would  be  : — 

"  Jesus  lover  of  my  soul, 
Let  me  to  thy  bosom  fly,"  etc. 

Then  it  would  be  : — 

"  How  sweet  the  name  of  Jesus  sounds, 
In  a  believer's  ear,"  etc. 

And  yet  again  : —  . 

"  Rock  of  ages !  cleft  for  me, 
Let  me  .hide  myself  in  thee !"  etc. 

And  when  the  last  struggle  was  ended,  the  faith  which 
had  sustained  her  through  it-  left  its  impress  on  every  feature 
of  her  countenance.  As  she  lay  in  her  coffin  the  look  of 
calm,  conquering  confidence,  which  her  face  presented  was 
the  sweetest,  and  most  comforting  that  I  ever  saw  in  death. 
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No  one  could  witness  it  without  feeling  perfectly  assured 
that  she  had  entered  that  blessed  state  in  which  God's  ran- 
somed people  find — 

"  Every  longing  satisfied, 
With  Ml  salvation  blest." 

Here  then  I  would  rest.  Let  me  add  nothing  more.  I 
fall  back  in  confidence  upon  the  fact  and  the  promise  of 
these  words  of  my  text  to-day : 

"  They  which  shall  be  accounted  worthy  to  obtain  that 
world,  and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead — are  equal  unto 
the  angels." 


